
 
 
 
 

Signature Flight Support Wins Bid for San Jose, 
California FBO Complex 
 
Mineta San José International Airport (SJC) staff will recommend Signature 
Flight Support, a global leader in FBO and flight support services, be awarded 
a 50-year lease on the Airport’s West Side to develop and operate a 29-acre, 
$82 million facility. 
 
Signature Flight Support is proud to be chosen as the successful bidder for 
the West Side development project at the Mineta San Jose International 

Airport to build a state of the art, world-class FBO.  

 
Orlando, FL (PRWEB) February 08, 2013 

Mineta San José International Airport (SJC) staff will recommend Signature Flight Support, a global leader in 
FBO and flight support services, be awarded a 50-year lease on the Airport’s West Side to develop and 
operate a 29-acre, $82 million facility. 
 
With SJC airport staff’s report to the Airport Competitiveness Committee on February 22, 2013, the 
evaluation of proposals for West Side development is complete. The airport intends to return to the San 
José City Council in early spring to recommend that Council award a ground lease and operating permit to 
Signature Flight Support. 
 
Signature proposes to construct a full service, world-class fixed base operation (FBO) committing to invest 
$82 million in developing facilities with over 270,000 square feet of Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) Gold certified on approximately 29 acres with facility and service facilities consisting of 
240,000 sq. ft. of hangar space, 24,000 sq. ft. office and shops, 10,000 sq. ft. executive terminal, 3,600 sq. 
ft. GSE shop, 7,500 sq. ft. Technology garden and 18.5 acres of ramp space. 
 
“We are pleased that the evaluation process for the development of Mineta San José International Airport’s 
West Side is now complete, and the recommended outcome will prove to be incredibly prosperous for SJC, 
the City of San José, and Silicon Valley,” said Director of Aviation Bill Sherry. “The Airport completed a $1.4 
billion upgrade to the terminal area in 2010, and now our focus must be the proposed private development 
and $82 million investment of the West Side by Signature Flight Support, to support the private aviation 
needs of local high-tech companies, most notably the personal aircraft of the principals at Google.” 
 
Proposals for development of Silicon Valley Airport’s West Side were reviewed by an evaluation panel, 
including: staff of SJC and the City of San José; a representative with real estate expertise from a 
comparable-sized commercial service airport, with significant corporate and general aviation activity, in 
California; and a former FBO executive. Signature’s proposal scored a total of 991 out of a possible 1,000 
points, and the panel found the proposal to be both thorough and of very high quality, offering excellent 
opportunities for corporate aviation services to SJC’s general aviation customers. Signature was found to be 



a financially stable company with strong financial indicators and will likely be a significant economic asset for 
the City of San José. 
 
"Signature Flight Support is proud to be chosen as the successful bidder for the West Side development 
project at the Mineta San Jose International Airport to build a state of the art, world-class FBO that will serve 
as a key location in Signature Flight Support's global network. We are also proud to bring all of the 
resources that Signature Flight Support can offer to further business and general aviation and our long-
standing track record of good corporate citizenship to the San Jose and Silicon Valley Communities," said 
Maria Sastre, President and Chief Operating Officer for Signature Flight Support. 
 
The adopted Airport Master Plan identifies the West Side of the Airport for development of facilities to 
accommodate a projected growth in general aviation service demand. Development areas include 44 acres 
located directly north of the FAA Airport Traffic Control Tower (holding 12 acres in reserve as potential 
mitigation area) and 15 acres in the southwest area, which is the current tie-down area for general aviation 
aircraft and the former San Jose State University Aviation facility. A Request for Proposals (RFP) process 
included a draft RFP released in June 2012 and a final RFP issued in August 2012, including an extensive 
effort to ensure all potential respondents had the opportunity to comment and submit proposals. 
 
Signature Flight Support Corporation, a BBA Aviation plc company, is the world’s largest fixed-base 
operation (FBO) and distribution network for business aviation services. Signature services include fueling, 
hangar and office rentals, ground handling, maintenance and a wide range of crew and passenger amenities 
at strategic domestic and international locations. Headquartered in Orlando, Florida, Signature currently 
operates at more than 100 locations in the United States, Europe, South America, Africa and Asia. For more 
information, please visit:http://www.signatureflight.com or on Facebook 
at http://www.facebook.com/signatureflightsupport. Follow Signature Flight Support on Twitter: 
SignatureFBO.  
 
BBA Aviation plc is a leading global aviation services and aftermarket support provider. BBA Aviation’s Flight 
Support businesses (Signature Flight Support and ASIG) provide specialist on-airport support services, 
including refuelling and ground handling, to the owners and operators of private, business, military and 
commercial aircraft. BBA Aviation’s Aftermarket Services businesses (Dallas Airmotive, Premier Turbines, 
H+S Aviation, International Turbine Service, W. H. Barrett Turbine Engine Company, International Governor 
Services, Ontic and APPH) are focused on the repair and overhaul of gas turbine engines and the 
manufacture and service of aerospace components, sub-systems and systems. BBA Aviation group 
companies operate from more than 200 individual locations on five continents. For more information, please 
visit http://www.bbaaviation.com. 
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